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Annual  Report 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

to  the 

Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District  Council 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1954. 


O 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS 

of  the  EBBW  VALE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 
It  is  made  in  accordance  with  the  Memorandum  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  area  of  the  Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District  is  6,817  acres,  with  an  estimated  population 
of  28,570  which  is  the  population  given  by  the  Registrar-General  for  calculating  the  birth 
and  death  rates.  A census  taken  in  April  1951  showed  the  population  to  be  29,205. 

The  returns  of  births  and  deaths  as  given  by  the  Registrar-General  will  be  used 
for  calculating  purposes.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  figures  do  not  quite  correspond  with 
those  of  the  local  weekly  returns. 
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POPULATION. 


Table  1. 


Year. 

Estimated  Mid- 
year Population. 

Census. 

1950 

29,370 

1921 

35,383 

1951 

28,760 

1952 

28,690 

1931 

31,695 

1953 

28,520 

1954 

28,570 

1951 

29,205 

Births. 


During  1954  the  total  number  of  births  registered  in  this  area  was  465  — 226  males 
and  239  females  ; five  males  and  four  females  being  illegitimate.  Of  this  number  however, 
103  babies  (48  males  and  55  females  with  3 males  and  1 female  illegitimate)  were  born  to 
persons  not  normally  resident  within  the  area,  thus  leaving  a total  of  362  “ local  ” births  — 
178  males  and  184  females. 


The  figures  as  returned  by  the  Registrar-General  were  226  males  and  215  females 
(7  males  and  11  females  being  illegitimate),  thus  making  a total  of  441,  79  more  than  the 
local  returns.  This  difference  is  due  to  the  fact  that  we  do  not  receive  records  of  inward 
transferable  births. 


The  birth  rate  continues  to  show  a slow  general  downward  trend.  In  1954  the 
general  birth  rate  per  1,000  inhabitants  was  15.44  ; the  male  birth  rate  was  7.91  and  the 
female  7.53  per  1,000,  whilst  in  1953  these  rates  were  7.78  and  8.20  per  1,000  respectively. 


The  number  of  still-births  was  12,  and  the  still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
still)  births  was  26.49.  This  figure  in  1953  was  35.94. 


There  was  one  maternal  death,  giving  a mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  live 
and  still),  of  2.20.  In  this  connection,  the  sampling  of  maternal  blood  during  pregnancy, 
with  a view  to  eliciting  the  blood  group  and  rhesus  factor  should  be  the  invariable  practice. 
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In  the  following  table,  the  number  of  births  and  the  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  each  of  the  past  five  years  are  compared  with  those  figures  given  for  the  County 
of  Monmouth  and  England  and  Wales.  The  local  rates  have  been  adjusted  by  use  of  the 
given  comparability  factor  for  the  appropriate  year. 


Table  2. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,00 

0. 

Ebbw  Vale. 

County  of 
Monmouth. 

England 
and  Wales. 

1950 

485 

17.50 

17.40 

15.80 

1951 

437 

15.95 

16.50 

15.50 

1952 

472 

17.27 

17.17 

15.30 

1953 

456 

16.78 

16.79 

15.50 

1954 

441 

16.37 

16.26 

15.20 
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Births  Registered  in  the  Ebbw  Vale  Area  During  the  Year  1954. 

Local  Returns 

Table  3. 
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Infantile  Mortality. 


Table  4. 


Number  of  Deaths  (under  one  year) .... 

Number  of  Births.... 

Number  of  Still-Births 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Live 
Births 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total 
(Live  and  Still)  Births 


1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

17 

16 

14 

17 

18 

441 

456 

472 

437 

485 

12 

17 

21 

15 

15 

38.55 

35.08 

29.66 

38.90 

37.11 

26.49 

35.94 

42.59 

33.18 

30.00 

There  were  17  deaths  amongst  infants  under  1 year,  and  the  general  total  from 
all  causes  was  320,  so  that  5.31  per  cent  of  the  deaths  of  the  population  occurred  in  children 
under  1 year. 


Prematurity  accounted  for  seven  out  of  the  seventeen  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year,  being  easily  the  largest  factor.  Much  has  been  done,  and  much  remains  to  be  done, 
before  all  the  causes  of  prematurity  can  be  sorted  out,  and  preventive  measures  where 
applicable  applied. 

A present  day  problem  within  both  maternity  and  childrens’  hospitals  concerns 
gastro-enteritis.  The  incidence  is  disturbing,  and  the  causation  not  always  known.  One 
death  only  occurred  in  this  area  — a baby  of  some  six  months. 


Two  children  under  3 months  of  age  died  as  a result  of  accidental  asphyxia  by 
bed-clothes. 
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Infantile  Mortality,  1954. 

Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages  under  One  Year. 

Table  5. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total  under 
One  Year 

Under  1 day 

1 — 7 days 

J. 

iM 

4* 

1-H 

00 

(N 

IM 

Total  under 
One  Month 

1 — 3 months 

cc 

Ol 

i 

9-12  „ 

Total  One 
month  and  over 

1. 

Tuberculosis 

.... 

2. 

Syphilitic  disease 

3. 

Diphtheria 

4. 

Whooping  cough 

5. 

Meningococcal  infections 

1 

1 

.... 

.... 

6. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

.... 

,,, 

.... 

7. 

Measles 

.... 

8. 

Heart  disease  .... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9. 

Influenza 

.... 

10. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11. 

Bronchitis 

.... 

12. 

Atelectasis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.... 

13. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

14. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.... 

.... 

15. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 
diarrhoea 

1 

1 

1 

1 

16. 

Accident 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

17. 

Prematurity 

4 

3 

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 

7 

.... 

18. 

Erythroblastosis  foetalis, 
or  incompatibility  of 
parents’  blood  group  .... 

19. 

All  Other  Causes 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

■ 1 

9 

8 

17 

5 

3 

2 

1 

2 

13 

1 

2 

1 

4 
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Infantile  Mortality,  1954 


Ward  Distribution. 


Table  6. 


Cause  of  Death 

North  Ward 

Badminton 

Ward 

North 

Central  Ward 

Central 

Ward 

South 

Central  Ward 

South  Ward 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis 

.... 

2. 

Syphilitic  disease 

.... 

3. 

Diphtheria 

.... 

4. 

Whooping  cough 

.... 

5. 

Meningococcal  infections 

.... 

.... 

6. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

.... 

.... 

.... 

7. 

Measles 

.... 

.... 

8. 

Heart  disease  .... 

1 

1 

.... 

2 

9. 

Influenza 

.... 

10. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .... 

1 

1 

11. 

Bronchitis 

12. 

Atelectasis 

1 

1 

13. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

.... 

.... 

14. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

15. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 
diarrhoea 

.... 

«... 

1 

1 

16. 

Accident 

1 

1 

.... 

2 

17. 

Prematurity 

1 

2 

1 

3 

7 

18. 

Erythroblastosis  foetalis, 
or  incompatibility  of 
parents’  blood  group  .... 

19. 

All  Other  Causes 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

2 

6 

17 
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Deaths. 


The  weekly  returns  of  deaths  as  submitted  by  the  local  registrar  showed  that  the 
total  number  of  deaths  which  actually  occurred  in  the  Ebbw  Vale  Urban  Area  during  the 
year  was  291,  but  of  this  number  21  were  persons  who  normally  resided  elsewhere  — outward 
transferable  deaths.  The  number  of  residents  who  died  within  the  area  was  270  — 148  males 
and  122  females  ; the  inward  transferable  deaths  totalled  47,  thus  the  total  number  of  deaths 
from  all  causes  as  related  to  this  area  was  317  — 178  males  and  139  females.  The  figures 
returned  by  the  Registrar-General  were  181  males  and  139  females,  a total  of  320  deaths. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  11.20.  The  male  death  rate  was 
6.33  the  female  4.87. 

In  the  following  table,  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  past  five  years  are 
compared  with  those  for  the  County  of  Monmouth,  and  England  and  Wales.  The  local 
rates  have  been  adjusted  by  use  of  the  given  comparability  factor  for  the  appropriate  year. 


Table  7. 


Year 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

D( 

iath  Rate  per  1,000. 

Ebbw  Vale. 

County  of 
Monmouth. 

England 
and  Wales. 

1950 

359 

13.81 

12.30 

11.60 

1951 

384 

14.95 

13.38 

12.50 

1952 

323 

12.61 

11.52 

11.30 

1953 

298 

11.69 

11.58 

11.40 

1954 

320 

12.66 

11.61 

11.30 
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Monthly  Registration  of  Deaths,  1954. 


Table  8. 


Month 

Total 

Deaths 

Registered 

Outward 

Transfers 

Inward 

Transfers 

Total  ‘ Loc 
Deaths 

al’ 

Quarterly 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

January 

15 

19 

1 

1 

4 

2 

18 

20 

38 

February  .... 

17 

18 

— 

2 

4 

1 

21 

17 

38 

110 

March 

17 

14 

— 

1 

2 

2 

19 

15 

34 

April 

9 

16 

— - 

1 

2 

3 

11 

18 

29 

May 

7 

13 

2 

2 

3 

1 

8 

12 

20 

72 

June 

10 

11 

— 

1 

1 

2 

11 

12 

23 

July 

16 

4 

3 

— 

3 

2 

16 

6 

22 

August 

13 

4 

3 

— 

1 

■ — 

11 

4 

15 

55 

September  ... 

16 

4 

3 

— 

1 

— 

14 

4 

18 

October 

13 

12 

— 

— 

5 

1 

18 

13 

31 

November  ... 

12 

7 

— 

— 

3 

2 

15 

9 

24 

80 

December  ... 

15 

9 

— 

1 

1 

1 

16 

9 

25 

160 

131 

12 

9 

30 

17 

178 

139 

317 

The  figures  for  the  total  ‘ Local  ’ Deaths  are  found  by  using  the  formula  — 
‘ Local  ’ Deaths  = Total — Outward+fnward. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District,  1954. 
Returns  of  the  Registrar-General. 

o 


Table  9. 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Males. 

2 

Females. 

2 

Total. 

4 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

0 

0 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

0 

0 

0 

4. 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

0 

0 

0 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

0 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

8. 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

8 

2 

10 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

2 

6 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

0 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

3 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

16 

12 

28 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

0 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

0 

3 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18 

23 

41 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

27 

12 

39 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .... 

7 

6 

13 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

16 

27 

43 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

6 

10 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

0 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

10 

4 

14 

24. 

Bronchitis 

13 

0 

13 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  repiratory  system 

6 

0 

6 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

0 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .... 

4 

4 

8 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .... 

4 

0 

4 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

4 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

22 

20 

42 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

0 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

9 

6 

15 

35. 

Suicide 

3 

0 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .... 

0 

0 

0 

181 

139 

320 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District,  1954. 

LOCAL  RETURNS. 


Table  10. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

1 At  all  ages 

lUnder  4 wks. 

4 wks.-l  year. 

1 — 5 years 

t-H 

lO 

UO 

(M 

1 

25—35  „ 

35—45  „ 

45—55  „ 

55—65  „ 

65—75  ,. 

Over  75  ,, 

1.  Tuberculosis,  repiratory 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  

.... 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  cough  .... 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

.... 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles  .... 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

.... 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung. 

7 

2 

9 

1 

5 

1 

2 

bronchus 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

2 

2 

2 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  & lymphatic 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

.... 

neoplasms 

16 

13 

29 

.... 

4 

8 

11 

6 

15.  Leukamia  and  aleukaemia  .... 

1 

1 

.... 

.... 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

system.... 

16 

18 

34 

2 

3 

10 

19 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart 

22 

12 

34 

.... 

2 

1 

5 

12 

14 

disease.... 

4 

6 

10 

.... 

2 

3 

5 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

14 

25 

39 

2 

1 

1 

11 

24 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

5 

8 

1 

1 

6 

22.  Influenza 

1 

1 

.... 

1 

23.  Pneumonia 

5 

4 

9 

1 

.... 

1 

1 

6 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

12 

12 

.... 

1 

4 

7 

system.... 

5 

5 

1 

2 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 

2 

2 

.... 

1 

.... 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea 

• . • • 

.... 

.... 

.... 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

4 

2 

6 

1 

1 

3 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

.... 

4 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

3 

30.  Pregnancy,childbirth,  abortion 

1 

1 

1 

.... 

.... 

• ••• 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .... 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

2 

2 

4 

2 

i 

1 

.... 

diseases 

12 

17 

29 

3 

.... 

.... 

1 

1 

2 

5 

17 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

2 

.... 

.... 

.... 

2 

.... 

34.  All  other  accidents.... 

9 

4 

13 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

35.  .Suicide 

3 

.... 

3 

.... 

1 

2 

.... 

36.  Homicide  & operations  of  war 

1 

148 

122 

270 

6 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

8 

24 

35 

70 

118 
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Causes  of  Death  1954— Local  Returns. 
WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 

Table  11. 


Cause  of  Death 

North 

Ward 

Badminton 

Ward 

North  Central 
Ward 

Central 

Ward 

South  Central 
Ward 

South 

Ward 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

.... 

4. 

Diphtheria 

.... 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

.... 

8. 

Measles 

9, 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

3 

i 

2 

i 

9 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

1 

1 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

1 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

2 

i 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

5 

6 

6 

4 

4 

29 

15. 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

1 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

9 

4 

3 

7 

6 

5 

34 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

6 

2 

4 

9 

8 

5 

34 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .... 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

10 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

6 

10 

10 

7 

4 

2 

39 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

4 

2 

8 

22. 

Influenza 

i 

* • • • 

1 

23 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

4 

2 

.... 

9 

24. 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

12 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum.... 

1 

1 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea.... 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis.... 

2 

2 

2 

6 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate .... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .... 

i 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

1 

4 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

2 

11 

6 

5 

2 

29 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents.... 

1 

1 

• . . • 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

3 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

13 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

1 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .... 

45 

38 

51 

57 

46 

33 

270 

17 


Inward  Transferable  Deaths,  1954. 

Table  12. 
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1.  Tuberculosis,  repiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  cough  .... 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles  .... 

1 

1 

1 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

1 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung. 

bronchus 

1 

1 

1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .... 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .... 

14.  Other  malignant  & lymphatic 

neoplasms 

1 

1 

15.  Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia  .... 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous 

system 

2 

4 

6 

1 

1 

1 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart 

6 

6 

1 

1 

3 

disease 

1 

1 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

5 

5 

1 

2 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

1 

1 

1 

1 

system 

1 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

1 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy, childbirth,.abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  . . 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

1 

1 

2 

2 

diseases 

8 

3 

11 

6 

2 

3 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents .... 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  & operations  of  war 

2 

2 

1 

30 

17 

47 

6 

2 

— 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

8 

9 

18 


Over  75 


Inward  Transferable  Deaths,  1954 
WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 

Table  13. 


Cause  of  Death. 

North 

Ward 

Badminton 

Ward 

North  Central 
Ward 

Central 

Ward 

South  Central 
Ward 

South 

Ward 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

.... 

.... 

4. 

Diphtheria 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

.... 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

8. 

Measles 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

i 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  .... 

1 

1 

15. 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

16. 

Diabetes 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

2 

4 

6 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .... 

1 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

21. 

Other  circulatorv  disease 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

22. 

Influenza 

23. 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

1 

5 

24. 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

25. 

Other  diseases  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

.... 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .... 

1 

1 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .... 

.... 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

11 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

35. 

Suicide 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .... 

.... 

8 

4 

9 

7 

7 

12 

47 

19 
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Cancers. 

During  the  last  five  year  period,  1950  to  1954,  the  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  from  cancer  shows  as  follows  : — 


1950  

....  2.28 

1951  

....  1.74 

1952  

....  1.99 

1953  .... 

....  2.03 

1954  

....  1.71 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  coronary  disease  during  each  of  the  past  five  years  was  : — 


1950  

43 

1951  .... 

45 

1952  

39 

1953  

36 

1954  

39 

Road  Traffic  Accidents. 

Two  deaths  occurred  from  road  accidents  during  the  year  making  a total  for  the 
past  five  years  of  ten. 
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The  larger  number  of  deaths  noted  (Table  8)  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  is 
attributed  mainly  to  the  effects  of  the  more  treacherous  weather  experienced  at  that  time 
of  year  upon  older  people. 


As  has  been  previously  noted,  diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  account  by  far 
for  the  largest  number  of  deaths  ; followed  by  those  due  to  cancers,  and  then  by  those  due  to 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  system. 


The  years  when  many  deaths,  usually  from  infectious  diseases,  occurred  in  infants, 
young  children,  and  young  adults,  would  appear  to  have  gone. 


Statistics  — County. 

The  following  are  the  County  rates  for  the  year  1954  : — 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16.26 

Still-birth  Rate  „ „ „ „ „ ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.47 

Death  Rate  ,,  ,,  „ „ „ ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11.61 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  39.67 


The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  the  County  is  ; — 

Per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1.49 
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Comparability  Factors. 

Births.  Deaths. 

1.06  1.13 

Live  Births. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

....  226 

215 

Legitimate 

....  219 

204 

Illegitimate 

7 

11 

Still  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Total 



6 

6 

Legitimate 

...  ....  .... 

5 

5 

Illegitimate 

...  ....  .... 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under 
One  Year  of  Age. 

M.  F. 

Total  9 8 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 8 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 1 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under 
Four  Weeks  of  Age. 

M.  F. 

8 5 

8 5 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  200  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  giving  an  attack  rate 
per  1,000  of  the  population  of  7.00. 


Table  14. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

Attack  Rate 
per  1,000. 

1950 

380 

11.96 

1951 

1,318 

45.83 

1952 

579 

20.18 

1953 

539 

18.90 

1954 

200 

7.00 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  general  attack  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  was  at  its  highest  in  1951.  This  was  due  chiefly  to  the  number  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  Cases  notified  : 891  and  245  respectively. 

Infectious  Diseases— Mortality. 

There  was  one  death — from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis — which  gave  an  annual  death 
rate  of  0.03  per  thousand  of  the  population. 


In  the  tabular  statement  below,  are  shown  the  cases  notified  and  the  case  rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population  for  each  of  the  notifiable  diseases. 
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Table  15. 


Disease. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Attack 

Rate 

per  1,000. 

Scarlet  Fever 

40 

1.40 

Pneumonia 

73 

2.56 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

25 

0.88 

Tuberculosis,  other 

2 

0.07 

Erysipelas 

7 

0.25 

Measles 

5 

0.18 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

38 

1.33 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

0.04 

Dysentery 

1 

0.04 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

0.04 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

0.04 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

6.80* 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .... 

1 

0.04 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

0.07 

* per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 
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Quarterly  Notification  of  Scarlet  Fever. 


Table  16. 


1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

January — March 

11 

8 

3 

13 

27 

April — -June 

7 

14 

17 

9 

12 

July — September 

6 

16 

9 

10 

16 

October — December 

16 

11 

22 

6 

15 

40 

49 

51 

38 

70 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  fever  shows  minor  fluctuations,  but  remains  with 
year.  It  is  noteworthy  that  its  mortality  over  the  last  five  years  has  been  nil. 

us  every 

Quarterly  Notification  of  Whooping  Cough. 

Table 

; 17. 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

January — March 

9 

6 

37 

47 

5 

April — June 

11 

6 

29 

94 

17 

July — September 

1 

66 

9 

93 

22 

October — December 

17 

74 

4 

11 

17 

38 

152 

79 

245 

61 

The  incidence  of  this  distressing  complaint  fluctuates  quite  violently  from  year  to 
year.  It  causes  more  damage  to  the  respiratory  system  than  is  perhaps  appreciated  by  most. 

It  is  hoped  soon  that  the  provision  of  a smooth  phased  pertussis  vaccine  will  be 
made  and  offered,  either  with  or  without  a diphtheria  antigen,  at  child  welfare  clinics. 
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Quarterly  Notification  of  Measles. 


Table  18. 


1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

J anuary — March 

1 

24 

0 

641 

9 

April — June 

4 

119 

8 

215 

21 

J uly — September 

0 

74 

62 

29 

15 

October — December 

0 

1 

247 

6 

73 

5 

218 

317 

891 

118 

This  disease,  the  most  infectious  of  all  drop-let  spread  infections,  shows  more  violent 
fluctuations  of  incidence  than  any  other. 

Quarterly  Notification  of  Pneumonia. 

Table  19. 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

J anuary — M arch 

33 

40 

38 

58 

39 

April — -June 

15 

20 

20 

18 

15 

J uly — September 

8 

10 

12 

6 

9 

October— December 

17 

16 

11 

18 

17 

73 

86 

81 

100 

80 

Most  case  of  pneumonia,  in  this  age  of  chemotherapy  and  antibiotics,  if  treated 
early  do  not  die.  Mortality  is  found  chiefly  amongst  the  ageing  and  the  old. 


26 


Quarterly  Notification  of  Erysipelas. 


J anuary — March 
April — June 
J uly — September 
October — December 


Table  20. 


1954  1953 

2 0 

1 0 


2 1 


2 1 


1952  1951  1950 

4 1 2 

4 2 2 

5 3 5 

2 3 6 


7 2 15  9 15 


Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  fact,  only  four  cases  have 
occurred  in  the  area  since  1949. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  number  of  immunisations  against  diphtheria  carried  out  during  the  year  was 
639,  of  which  number  201  were  children  below  five  years  of  age.  This  figure  shows  an  increase 
of  446  over  the  number  of  children  who  received  a complete  course  of  injections  during  the 
previous  year.  The  number  of  ‘ booster  ’ or  re-inforcing  doses  given  was  980  — in  1953 
this  figure  was  25. 

The  antigen  used  for  schoolchildren  was  T.A.F.,  and  that  for  children  under  five 
years  of  age,  attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  was  A.P.T.  These  were  obtained  from 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cardiff.  Some  believe  that  the  use  of  a mineralised  diph- 
theria or  other  antigen,  particularly  if  injected  intramuscularly,  is  associated  with  the  later 
occurrence  of  paralytic  anterior  poliomyelitis. 

Protection  against  diphtheria  may  be  obtained  free  of  cost  at  the  Welfare  Centres, 
Schools,  Surgeries  of  the  Medical  Practitioners,  and  at  this  Office. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  throughout  the  country  under  local  authority 
arrangements  (including  those  immunised  by  the  family  doctors  for  which  records  were  received 
by  the  local  authority)  from  the  beginning  of  1940  to  the  30th  June,  1954,  was  11,126,651  — 
the  figure  for  Wales  was  730,473.  The  number  of  deaths  from  diphtheria  has  fallen  from  722 
in  1945  to  9 (provisional)  in  1954.  The  success  of  immunisation  is  well  illustrated  by  the 
figures  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  set  out  in  Table  24. 
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Immunisation  carried  out  during  the  year  1954 
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Table  23. 

Total  Number  of  Children  who  had  Completed  a Full  Course  of  Immunisation 
at  any  time  up  to  31/12/54,  i.e.  At  any  time  since  1st  January,  1940 


f 
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The  following  table  is  shown  to  illustrate  more  completely  the  downward  trend  of 
cases  notified  and  deaths  from  diphtheria  throughout  England  and  Wales.  Figures  shown 
in  parenthesis  are  for  Wales  alone. 


Table  24. 


CORRECTED 

YEAR.  DEATHS.f  NOTIFICATIONS. 


1945 

722 

(57) 

18,596 

(1,411) 

1946 

472 

(41) 

11,986 

(1,028) 

1947 

244 

(19) 

5,609 

(441) 

1948 

156 

(7) 

3,575 

(190) 

1949 

84 

(1) 

1,890 

(102) 

1950 

49 

(Nil) 

962 

(62) 

1951 

33 

(1) 

664 

(53) 

1952 

32 

(3) 

376 

(39) 

1953 

23 

(Nil) 

266 

(17) 

1954 

9 

(Nil)* 

182 

(10)* 

* provisional  figures. 

I the  deaths  include  " late  effects,”  i.e.  those  occurring  more  than 
a year  after  the  acute  episode  ; in  1951,  1952,  1953  and  1954 
these  numbered  3 (Nil),  9 (1),  3 (Nil),  and  2 (Nil)  respectively. 
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Small-Pox. 

NIL. 


Vaccination. 

Vaccination  of  infants  against  small-pox  is  not  now  compulsory,  but  this  treatment 
may  be  obtained  free  of  cost  at  the  infant  welfare  centres,  at  the  surgeries  of  the  medical 
practitioners,  or  at  this  office. 

Whilst  considering  the  question  of  vaccinating  children  under  2 years  of  age,  it 
must  be  remembered  (i)  that  some  countries  require  vaccination  of  immigrants  before  ad- 
mission, and  (ii)  that  members  of  the  Forces  are  liable  to  be  posted  to  areas  where  small-pox 
is  endemic.  In  this  connection  it  is  known  that  the  rare  complications  of  vaccination, 
e.g.  post- vaccinal  encephalomyelitis,  are  much  more  liable  to  occur  in  those  persons  vaccinated 
for  the  first  time  after  the  age  of  2 years. 

I give  below  in  specified  age  groups,  the  number  of  persons  who  were  primarily 
vaccinated,  or  re-vaccinated,  during  the  past  twelve  months.  No  cases  of  generalised  vaccinia 
or  post-vaccinal  encephalomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year,  and  there  were  no  deaths  from 
other  complications  of  vaccination. 


Table  25. 


Age  at  date 
of  vaccination. 

Under 

1. 

1. 

2-4. 

5-14. 

15  or 
over. 

Total. 

No.  Vaccinated  .... 

55 

6 

1 

2 

9 

73 

No.  Re- vaccinated 

— 

■ — 

1 

1 

14 

16 

Vaccinations  carried  out  over  the  past  Five  Years. 

Table  26. 


Year. 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

Under  1 year 

55 

75 

46 

61 

85 

1-4  years 

7 

14 

5 

7 

8 

5-14  years  .... 

2 

— 

3 

4 

6 

15  years  or  over 

9 

11 

22 

43 

13 

Re- Vaccinations 

16 

22 

30 

75 

27 

89 

122 

106 

190 

139 

31 


Quarterly  Notification  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


Table  27. 


1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

January — March 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

April — June 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

July — September 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

October — December 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

3 

5 

3 

1 

1 

# 

Quarterly 

Notification 

of  Acute 

Poliomyelitis. 

Table  28. 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

January — March 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

April — June 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

July — September 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

October — December 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 
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Though  we  have  escaped  a heavy  incidence  of  clinical  poliomyelitis,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  this  disease  can  reach  epidemic  proportions  — epidemic,  that  is,  for  polio- 
myelitis. We  did  not  share  the  unfortunate  visitation  to  this  country  in  1950,  It  will  be 
of  outstanding  benefit,  both  as  regards  allaying  public  fear,  and  warding  off  the  occasional 
paralytic  complications,  when  treatment  of  the  established  disease  is  improved,  and  prevention 
is  ensured  by  an  effective  and  safe  vaccine. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Table  29 


Cases 

Cases  treated  at : 

Vision 

Total 

Year. 

Notified. 

Home. 

Hospital. 

Unimpaired. 

Blindness. 

Deaths, 

1954 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1953 

4 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

1952 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1951 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1950 

3 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

Cases  notified 


Meningococcal  Infection. 

1954  1953  1952  1951 

10  10 


1950 

0 


Malaria. 

NIL. 
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Dysentery. 

1954  1953  1952  1951  1950 

Cases  notified  ....  ....  1 0 0 0 1 

Another  ever  present  threat  to  the  public  health,  especially  in  these  days  of  mass 
production,  much  manipulation,  long  transport,  and  often  poor  personal  hygienic  standards 
of  shop  distributors  and  home  consumers,  are  the  dysenteric  illnesses.  With  food  poisoning 
and  poliomyelitis,  they  are  the  most  prominent,  if  not  the  most  prevalent,  diseases  which 
confront  the  public  health  services  today. 


Typhoid  Fever. 

NIL. 

Paratyphoid  Fevers. 

1954  1953  1952  1951  1950 

Cases  notified  ....  ....  1 0 4 0 0 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  (s.l7). 

Food  Poisoning. 

1954  1953  1952  1951  1950 

Cases  notified  ....  ....  2 4 0 1 1 

The  two  cases  notified  occurred  in  the  South  Ward,  only  one  was  admitted  to  hospital 
for  treatment.  The  responsible  organism  was  found  to  be  Salmonella  typhimurium,  but 
the  food  causing  the  illness  was  not  discovered  in  either  case. 
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Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  27  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  25  respiratory,  and  2 other 
forms.  There  were  four  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  — 2 males  and  2 females. 

The  larger  number  of  cases  notified,  although  with  a lower  death  rate,  undoubtedly 
follows  from  the  intensified  search  for  the  infected.  This  fact  is  supported  when  one  notes 
that  the  number  of  persons  examined  at  the  Ebbw  Vale  Chest  Clinic  for  the  first 
time  (Table  32)  has  risen. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  a further  visit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service 
to  this  area,  where  it  last  attended  in  1951. 

Each  tuberculosic  notified  is  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Health 
Visitor,  and  a Sanitary  Inspector,  and  reports  upon  environmental  conditions  are  sent  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer,  and  to  the  Area  Chest  Physician.  Contacts  are  sent  to  the  Chest 
Clinics  for  skin  tests  and  X-ray. 


Table  30. 


1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

Number  of  Cases  Notified  .... 

27 

18 

22 

30 

26 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale  .... 

0.95 

0.63 

0.76 

1.05 

0.88 

Number  of  Deaths 

4 

7 

12 

5 

9 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Ebbw  Vale 

0.14 

0.24 

0.41 

0.16 

0.30 

Table  31. 

Quarterly  Notification 

1954 

of  Tuberculosis. 

1953  1952  1951 

1950 

January — March  ....  ....  11 

5 

4 

3 

7 

April — June  ....  ....  ....  4 

3 

5 

11 

7 

July — September  ....  ....  6 

3 

7 

7 

8 

October — December  ....  ....  6 

7 

6 

9 

4 

27 

18 

22 

30 

45 
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Report  of  the  Tuberculosis  Physician 


Patients  from  this  area  attend  the  Clinics  at  the  Workmens’  Hall,  Ebbw  Vale,  and 
at  Llanarth  Road,  Pontllanfraith.  The  figures  shown  in  the  tables  given  below  relate  only 
to  those  seen  at  the  Ebbw  Vale  Clinic. 


Table  32. 

Number  of  Chest  Cases  examined  at  the 
Ebbw  Vale  Clinic  (including  Home 
Visits)  i.e.  New  Cases  for  the  year 
ending  31/12/54  ....  ....  ....  353 


Number  of  attendances  at  the  Ebbw  Vale 
Clinic  (including  Home  Visits)  i.e.  Old 
cases  seen  for  the  year  ending  31/12/54  540 


Total  of  New  and  Old  Cases  : 893 


Table  33. 


1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

Number  of  persons  examined 
for  the  first  time  at  the 
Ebbw  Vale  Clinic  (in- 
cluding Home  Visits)  .... 

353 

300 

222 

265 

376 

Total  number  of  attendances 
at  the  Ebbw  Vale  Clinic 
(including  Home  Visits) 

893 

857 

580 

876 

1,259 
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Tuberculosis. 


Table  34. 


Age  Groups. 


NOTIFICATIONS 
NEW  CASES 


Respiratory 

M F 


Non- 

Rcsplratory 

M F 


DEATHS 

NOTIFIED  CASES 


Respiratory 

M F 


Non- 

Rcspiratory 

M F 


DEATHS 
CASES  NOT 
NOTIFIED. 


Respiratory 

M F 


Non- 

Respiratory 

M F 


Under  1 Year  .... 

Between  1 and  5 Years 
5 ,,  10  ,, 

10  „ 15  ... 

15  „ 20  „ ... 

20  „ 25  „ ... 

25  „ 35  „ ... 

35  „ 45 

45  „ 55 

55  „ 65 

Over  65  Years 


1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 


2 

1 

2 

3 

5 

2 

1 


16 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936  (s.l72). 


This  Section  deals  with  the  removal  to  hospital,  by  means  of  application  to  a court 
of  summary  jurisdiction  by  the  local  authority,  of  infectious  persons  suffering  from  tuber- 
culosis of  the  respiratory  tract. 

No  action  under  this  Section  was  taken  during  the  year. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

Action  taken  under  these  Regulations  relating  to  tuberculous  employees  in  the 
Milk  trade  — Nil. 


Admissions  to  Sanatoria,  1954. 


Table  35. 


SANATORIUM. 

CASES  ADMITTED. 

Adelina  Patti 

1 

Cefn  Mably.... 

5 

Energlyn  .... 

2 

Gelligaer 

3 

Gian  Ely  .... 

3 

Elan  gwy  fan 

1 

Sully 

8 

Talgarth 

2 

25 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Cases  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals. 


Of  the  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year,  only  4 cases 
were  admitted  to  isolation  hospitals. 


Table  36. 


Disease. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Allt-yr-yn. 

Hospital 

Allt-yr-yn. 

Cardiff. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  .... 

1 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

1 

— 

Observation  Cases 

— 

— 

2 

In  addition  to  the  above,  two  infants  aged  20  days  were  transferred  from  the  Blaina 
Maternity  Hospital  to  Allt-yr-yn  both  suffering  from  enteritis.  They  were  both  from  the 
South  Ward. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
Analysis  of  Total  Cases  Notified. 

Table  37. 


Infectious  Diseases  — Ward  Distribution 

Table  38. 


DISEASE. 

North 

Ward 

Badminton 

Ward 

North  Central 
Ward 

Central 

Ward 

South  Central 
Ward 

South 

Ward 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

3 

3 

7 

10 

40 

Pneumonia 

13 

21 

16 

6 

10 

7 

73 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

6 

6 

1 

4 

2 

6 

25 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

4 

1 

— 

1 

7 

Measles 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

3 

9 

7 

8 

7 

38 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

' — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

46 

37 

34 

26 

21 

36 

200 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 


There  are  three  weekly  child  welfare  clinics  in  the  district,  one  at  Cwm,  one  at 
Ebbw  Vale,  and  one  at  Beaufort.  The  ante-natal  clinics,  where  routine  blood  grouping  and 
Rhesus  factor  testing  are  carried  out,  are  held  weekly  at  Ebbw  Vale,  and  fortnightly  at  Cwm. 


Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

Five  midwives,  in  the  employ  of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council,  practice  in 
the  district.  Home  nursing  facilities  are  made  available  to  all  necessitous  cases,  and  employed 
in  this  respect  are  five  whole-time  district  nurses. 


Hospitals 

There  are  two  hospitals  in  the  district  — the  Ebbw  Vale  Hospital,  where  both 
medical  and  surgical  cases  are  treated,  and  the  Rookery  Maternity  Hospital.  All  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  sent  to  Isolation  Hospitals  outside  the 
area.  When  some  difficulty  is  found  in  obtaining  a bed  for  a case,  application  can  be  made 
to  the  Bed  Bureau  at  Panteg. 

There  appears  to  be  a grave  shortage  of  beds  provided  for  the  chronic  sick. 

Ambulance  Services 

The  ambulance  services  are  controlled  by  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council 
with  the  control  centre  at  Caerleon.  The  local  depot  is  situated  at  Tredegar. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

The  establishment  of  the  Home  Help  Service  as  at  31st  December,  1954,  was  3 full- 
time, and  39  part-time  home  helps.  During  the  year  171  cases  received  assistance. 
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Medical  Appliances  Scheme 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  provision  of  appliances, 
e.g.  air  beds,  air  rings,  etc.,  issued  under  this  scheme,  but  the  depots  are  staffed  on  a voluntary 
basis  by  members  of  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade,  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Association. 


Laboratory  Services 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council 
for  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Specimens,  including  milk,  water,  ice-cream  samples,  are  sent 
to  the  laboratory  at  the  County  Hall,  Newport,  for  bacteriological  and  pathological 
examination. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  Section  47. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section  of  the  Act  which  provides 
for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  who  : — 

(fl)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm,  or  physically  incapaci- 
tated, are  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and 

(ft)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper 
care  and  attention. 


Public  Cleansing 

Public  cleansing  during  the  year  was  maintained  at  its  usual  high  standard.  In 
some  areas  collection  of  refuse  was  daily,  in  others  three  times  weekly.  Equipment  in  use 
being  1 Lewin  compressor,  2 moving  floor  Karriers,  2 bantam  side-loader  Karriers,  1 Dennis 
Mechanical  Gully  Cleanser,  1 M.R.  Bristol  Angle-dozer,  and  1 lorry,  general  purpose. 
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Industries 


Particulars  of  the  staple  Industries  of  the  District. 


Steam  Coal  Collieries 

Persons 

Employed. 

2,093 

Coke,  Coal,  and  Bye-Products 

271 

Steel  and  Tinplate  Works 

7,909 

Brick  making  .... 

129 

Total  number  of  persons  employed 

in  the  district  ....  ....  14,500  approx. 

Total  number  of  persons  unemployed  100  approx. 

/ 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 


Statistics  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1954 


Estimated  Population  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  28,570 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  ....  ....  ....  200 

New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  ....  ....  ....  ....  27 

Death  Rate,  Tuberculosis,  per  1,000  of  the  Population....  ....  0.14 

Number  of  Dwelling  houses  of  all  Classes,  1954  ....  ....  7,229 

Number  of  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ; 

(t)  By  the  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  47 

(n)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons....  ....  ....  ....  7 


Housing 

During  1954  the  completion  of  houses  did  not  come  up  to  expectations  due  mainly 
to  (i)  the  failure  of  one  of  the  contractors,  (ii)  the  extremely  bad  weather  conditions  which 
prevailed  throughout  the  year,  and  (iii)  the  shortage  of  building  tradesmen.  Only  47  houses 
were  completed  during  the  year,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  much  better  progress  will  be  made 
in  1955  and  1956. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council  housing  list  on  31st  December,  1954, 
was  1,383,  which  was  an  increase  on  the  previous  year’s  figure.  A total  of  211  fresh  applica- 
tions were  received  during  1954.  There  were  however  294  houses  under  contract  on  31st  Dec- 
ember, 1954,  and  approval  was  awaited  for  a further  153.  The  majority  of  this  447  houses 
should  therefore  be  completed  during  1955  and  1956,  and  this  will  see  a considerable  reduction 
in  the  housing  list. 

There  are  also,  approximately  700  sub-standard  houses  in  the  area  and  it  has  been 
the  policy  of  the  Council  to  deal  with  a small  number  each  year.  The  slum  clearance  pro- 
gramme will,  however,  have  to  be  increased  considerably  if  the  major  portion  of  these  houses 
are  to  be  dealt  with  within  a reasonable  period. 
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HOUSING,  1954 


1.  Number  of  separate  dwellings  owned 
by  Local  Authority  on  31st  December, 
1954 


2.  Total  number  of  new  separate  dwellings 
completed  during  the  year 

{a)  By  Local  Authority 
{b)  By  Private  Enterprise 


Type  of  House. 

Number. 

Traditional 

1,039 

Cornish  Unit 

134 

B.I.S.F 

154 

Gregory  Flats 

40 

Unity 

30 

No-Fines  .... 

6 

Flats 

12 

1,415 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

47 

56 

128 

98 

64 

7 

12 

9 

6 

6 

54 

68 

137 

104 

70 

3. 


4. 


Type  of  House. 

Number. 

Number  of  Local  Authority  Dwellings 
in  course  of  erection  on  31st  December, 

Traditional 

170 

1954 

Cornish  Unit  (Flats) 

36 

No-Fines  .... 

88 

294 

Number  of  Dwellings  for  which  sanction 
has  been  given  but  which  had  not  been 
commenced  on  3 1 st  December,  1 954 


Type  of  House. 

Number. 

No-Fines  .... 

153 
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I.— Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

A.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

1.  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  the 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  527 

[h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  ....  ....  ....  681 

2.  {a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  in  sub-head  1 above)  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regs.,  1925, 

and  1932  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  77 

[h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  ....  ....  ....  184 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceeding 

sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  136 


B.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  respect  of  informal  action  by  the 

Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  54 

2.— Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 


notices  : 

ii)  By  the  owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(«)  By  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  ....  ....  1 

B.  Proceedings  under  Sections  II  and  13 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

1.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  23 

2,  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ....  ...  23 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Section  12 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ....  Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Sections  39 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 

notices  : 

(i)  By  Owners — 

{a)  Before  legal  proceedings  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

{b)  After  legal  proceedings  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(n)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ....  ....  ....  14 

E.  Proceedings  under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  72 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

formal  notices  : 

(i)  By  Owners — 

{a)  Before  legal  proceedings  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  63 

{b)  After  legal  proceedings  ....  ...  ....  ....  ...  9 

{ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

F.  Proceedings  under  Section  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

1,  Number  of  notices  served  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

2.  Number  of  premises  where  defects  were  remedied  : 

(a)  By  Owners  . ..  ....  ..  . ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 
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3.— Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV. 

Overcrowding. 

1.  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ....  ....  297 

{b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  431 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  ....  ....  1,644 

2.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  ....  ....  10 

3.  (fl)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ....  ....  54 

(6)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  ....  ....  ....  216 

4.  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 

after  the  Local  Authority  has  taken  steps  for  abatement  of  overcrowding  ....  Nil 

5.  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding,  upon  which  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ....  ....  Nil 

Summary  of  Inspections  carried  out  during  the  Year 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Sanitary  accommodation,  cinemas,  etc.  ....  ....  ....  24 

Drainage  works  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  191 

Public  conveniences  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  96 

Piggeries,  etc ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  29 

Waterworks  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 

Nuisances  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  438 

Refuse  disposal  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  22 

Vermin  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  41 

Offensive  trades  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Infectious  diseases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  68 

Miscellaneous  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  186 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestation ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  426 
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Eradication  of  Vermin. 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  treated  : 

{a)  Council  properties  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

(c)  Private  properties  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Methods  employed  in  carrying  out  this  work  entail  the  use  of  D.D.T.  smoke.  Satis- 
factory results  were  obtained  in  all  cases. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  work  of  rodent  control  was  continued  during  the  year  and  a further  two  treat- 
ments of  the  sewers  were  carried  out.  A total  of  1,404  manholes  were  baited,  using  sausage 
rusk  and  zinc  phosphide,  and  bread  mash  and  arsenic. 

Considerable  use  was  made  in  surface  treatments  of  Warfarin,  and  the  results 
proved  very  satisfactory. 
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Details  of  the  properties  treated  are  given  in  the  following  table.  It  will  be  noted 
that  this  report  is  for  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  March,  1955. 


Rodent  Infestation,  1954. 


Type  of  Property. 

(i) 

Local 

Authority. 

(ii) 

Dwelling 
houses  (inch 
Council 
houses). 

(iii) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
premises). 

(iv) 
Total 
of  cols. 

(i).  .(ii) 

& (iii). 

(V) 

Agri- 

culture. 

1.  Total  number  of 
properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  district  .... 

8 

7,274 

336 

7,618 

7 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of  : 
(a)  Notification 



87 

20 

107 



(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

8 

421 

58 

487 

3 

(c)  Otherwise 

— 

587 

154 

741 

3 

3.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect.  2) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  : 

I Major  .... 

2 

1 

3 

t vv  j Lo 

1 Minor  .... 

2 

88 

16 

106 

3 

I Major  .... 

— 

6 

4 

10 

— 

1 Minor  .... 

— 

8 

2 

10 

— 

4.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (Sect.  4) 
treated  by  the  L.A.  .... 

4 

102 

23 

129 

3 

5.  Number  of  notices 

served  under  s.4  of  the 
Act : 

{a)  Treatment 

{b)  Structural  Work 
(i.e.  proofing) 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  following 
the  issue  of  a notice 
under  s.4  of  the  Act  .... 

7.  Legal  proceedings 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Number  of  “ block  ” 
control  schemes  carried 
out  .... 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 
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Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924. 


Application  was  made  during  the  year  for  the  licencing  of  a private  slaughterhouse, 
and  after  the  required  work  had  been  carried  out,  the  licence  was  granted.  The  bulk  of  the 
meat  consumed  in  this  area  however,  is  killed  outside  the  district. 

A number  of  pigs  killed  by  cottagers  were  inspected  during  the  year. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

All  food  premises  in  the  area  were  visited  regularly  to  ensure  that  a high  standard 
of  cleanliness  was  maintained.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  action. 

Sampling  under  this  Act  is  carried  out  by  officers  of  the  County  Council. 


Details  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Premises. 

Number. 

No.  of 
Visits. 

Greengrocers 

17 

82 

Butchers 

32 

148 

Restaurants,  Cafes 

10 

183 

Grocers 

64 

356 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

12 

144 

Bakehouses 

8 

25 

Cooked  Meat  Shops 

2 

15 

Fresh  Fish  Shops 

1 

12 

52 
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Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  14  (16)  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  : 

Number.  Inspections. 

46  247 

Premises  registered  under  Section  14  (la)  are  shown  under  the  Ice  Cream  Regulations. 
Summary  of  Foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year. 


Food  Condemned. 


Amount. 


Meat  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  719  lbs. 

Meat,  tins  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  496 

Ham,  cooked  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  726  lbs. 

Fish  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  154  lbs. 

Fish,  tins  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  51 

Sausages  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  199  lbs. 

Bacon  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  54  lbs. 

Vegetables,  tins  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  153 

Meat  and  Vegetables,  tins  ....  ....  ....  ....  33 

Soup,  tins  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

Tomatoes,  tins  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  382 

Fruit,  tins  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  453 

Fruit,  dried  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  31  lbs. 

Jam  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 jars. 

Milk,  tins  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  139  tins 

Eggs  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Ill 

Cereals  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19  pkts. 

Cheese  ....  ....  ....  ....  .. . ....  83  lbs. 

Pickles  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10  jars 

Confectionery  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  51  lbs. 

Cream,  tins  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Poultry  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 lbs. 


All  condemned  foods,  not  returned  through  the  wholesalers  for  salvage,  are  disposed 
of  by  burial  at  the  Local  Authority’s  refuse  tip. 
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LICENCED  PREMISES 


All  licenced  premises  in  the  area  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  the  high  standard 
of  cleanliness  was  maintained. 

Further  improvements  were  carried  out  in  a number  of  premises,  and  on  no  occasion 
was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  action. 


Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  continues  to  improve, 
and  regular  inspections  were  carried  out  of  all  premises  registered.  The  results  of  samples 
show  that  every  effort  is  being  made  by  the  producers  to  produce  clean  ice-cream. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year,  and  the 
premises  registered. 


Premises  Registered. 

Number. 

No.  of 
Visits. 

Sale,  Manufacture,  and  storage 

12 

86 

Sale  only 

65 

127 

Record  of  Samples  taken  during  the  year  ; — 

No.  of 

Grade. 

Samples. 

1 

88 

2 ....  ....  8 

3 ....  ...  3 

4 ....  ...  3 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,! 949 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Specified  Areas  Order,  1954 


The  milk  supply  to  this  area  is  now  very  satisfactory  as  all  milk  is  now  supplied 
to  the  consumer  in  bottles,  and  it  is  either  pasteurised,  T.T.  pasteurised,  or  heat-treated. 

This  area  was  included  as  part  of  a designated  area  which  came  into  operation 
on  1st  April,  1954,  and  under  which,  only  designated  milks  can  be  sold  in  the  area.  A big 
advance  therefore  has  been  made  in  providing  the  consumer  with  safe  milk. 

All  dairies  were  inspected  at  regular  intervals,  and  on  no  occasion  was  it  necessary 
to  take  any  action. 

During  the  year  135  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Newport.  Of  these,  23  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  through  inefficient  sterilisation  of  the  bottles,  or  unsatisfactory  pasteurisation. 
The  appropriate  action  to  remedy  these  defects  was  taken  by  the  County  Authority  which 
controls  the  pasteurisation  plants. 

Number  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  : — 

Number.  Inspections. 

20  ....  ....  ....  37 
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Factories  Act,  1937 


Regular  inspections  were  carried  out  of  all  factories  and  workplaces  in  the  area 
and  in  most  cases  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  are  shown  in  the  following  tables  : — 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of 
the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  1 of  the  ACT. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


M/c 

Line 

No. 

(2) 

Number 

on 

Register. 

(3) 

Number  of 
' 1 

M/c 

Line 

No. 

(7) 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

Notices. 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and 
6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

1 

4 

27 

2 

Nil 

1 

{it)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

2 

48 

186 

1 

Nil 

2 

(m)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’ 
premises). 

3 

TOTAL 

52 

213 

3 

Nil 

3 
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2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Nur 

nber  of  c£ 
defects  w( 

ises  in  which 
jre  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose- 
cutions 
were 

instituted. 

(7) 

Particulars. 

(1) 

M/c 

Line 

No. 

(2) 

Found. 

(3) 

Remed- 

ied. 

(4) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspect- 
or. 

(5) 

rred. 

By  H.M. 
Inspect- 
or. 

(6) 

M/c 

Line 

No. 

(8) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.)  .... 

4 

5 

5 

• . • « 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

5 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3.)  

6 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

7 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6.)  

8 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

8 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7.) 

(fl)  Insufficient 

9 

.... 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

4 

4 

.... 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

11 

.... 

.... 

.... 

11 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork). 

12 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

12 

TOTAL 

60 

9 

9 

.... 

.... 

60 

PART  VIII  of  the  ACT. 

OUTWORK. 


(Sections  110  and  111). 

NIL. 
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Water  Supply. 


The  water  supply  for  the  area  is  derived  from  two  reservoirs,  Upper  and  Lower 
Carno,  on  the  Llangynidr  Moors,  and  these  are  supplemented  by  two  electrical  pumping 
stations  on  Claisfer  Stream  in  an  adjoining  valley. 

Both  reservoirs  are  equipped  with  a set  of  roughing  filters  together  with  a number 
of  open  filter  beds,  and  after  passing  through  these  the  water  is  chlorinated. 

The  use  of  lead  piping  on  supplies  for  human  consumption  is  now  forbidden,  so 
that  the  risk  of  contamination  by  lead  is  reduced  to  a minimum.  The  water  is  conveyed 
to  the  town  by  means  of  cast  iron  gravitated  mains.  The  supply  is,  on  the  whole,  adequate 
and  satisfactory,  but  shortages  do  occur  during  periods  of  prolonged  drought.  To  prevent 
any  shortage,  and  to  cope  with  rising  consumption,  an  additional  source  is  being  sought. 

The  number  of  properties  supplied  by  the  public  mains  was  7,220,  so  that  approxim- 
ately 28,530  of  the  population  are  thus  served.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  connect  all 
properties  where  it  is  possible. 

Routine  tests  of  water  are  carried  out  by  the  Waterworks  personnel  and  staff  of 
the  Surveyor’s  Department.  These  tests  include  daily  chlorine  tests,  and  monthly  pH  and 
silica  tests. 

Details  of  all  samples  taken  from  the  reservoirs,  swimming  pool,  and  springs,  for 
bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Newport,  are  given  on  the 
next  page.  The  results  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  examination  are  also  shown.  In  all 
a total  of  98  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological  analysis,  and  16  for 
chemical. 
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Water  Samples. 


Reservoirs. 

Springs,  Etc. 

• 

Satis- 

factory. 

Unsatis- 

factory. 

Satis- 

factory. 

Unsatis- 

factory. 

Total. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  : 

(f)  Raw  water 

14 

3 

11 

8 

36 

{ii)  Treated  water 

55 

2 

5 

— 

62 

69 

5 

16 

8 

98 

Chemical  examination  of : 

(i)  Raw  water 

5 

— 

3 

— 

8 

{ii)  Treated  water 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

13 

— 

3 

— 

16 

RESERVOIRS — Capacity. 

upper  Carno.  Lower  Carno. 
Maximum  capacity,  gallons  ....  68,000,000  176,000,000 

Average  storage  capacity  held  ....  59,000,000  160,000,000 

Claisfer — Maximum  output  of  pumping  station  : 1,500,000  galls,  per  day. 


59 


WATER  CONSUMPTION 
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Earth  Closets. 


Further  progress  was  made  in  the  conversion  of  earth  closets  to  water  closets,  and 
the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Earth  closets  where  conversion  is  impracticable  ....  ....  ....  36 

(b)  Earth  closets  in  sub-standard  houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 

(c)  Earth  closets  where  conversion  is  practicable  ....  ....  ....  7 

The  remaining  properties  where  conversion  is  practicable  will  be  completed 
during  1955. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  district  is  drained  and  sewered  on  the  partially  separate  system  which  is  con- 
nected to  the  Western  Valley  main  trunk  sewer  with  a sea  outfall  near  Newport.  The  trunk 
sewer  commences  at  the  north  end  of  the  area  and  follows  the  line  of  the  river  through  the 
valley. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 


Disease. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Number  of 
Disinfections 
carried  out. 

Scarlet  Fever 

40 

10 

Tuberculosis 

27 

35 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyehtis 

1 

1 

With  regard  to  the  tuberculosis  cases  shown  above,  disinfections  were  carried  out 
immediately  after  admission  of  patients  to  sanatoria,  and  after  death. 
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Rainfall 


-• 

Inches. 

No.  c 
days, 

January 

— .... 

....  3.65 

16 

February 

.... 

....  5.82 

23 

March 

.... 

....  5.37 

15 

April  .... 

.... 

....  1.19 

7 

May  .... 

.... 

....  3.66 

14 

June  .... 

.... 

....  8.33 

17 

July  

.... 

....  4.46 

17 

August 

....  6.72 

22 

September 

.... 

....  7.42 

27 

October 

...12.67 

25 

November 

....15.67 

24 

December 

....  6.08 

25 

Conclusion 

I must  express  satisfaction  at  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
during  the  twelve  months  covered  by  this  Report,  and  would  here  like  to  take  the  opportunity 
to  thank  Members  of  the  Council,  Fellow  Officials,  and  Members  of  the  Health  Department 
Staff,  for  their  generous  co-operation. 

THOMAS  STEPHENS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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